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THANK YOU to everyone who supported our ñPay Off 
the Museumò crowdfunding campaign in July. We 
raised $150,354 and every penny has been applied to the 
principal of the construction loan for the U.S. Navy 
Seabee Museum. With the generosity of over 300 
donors, we blew past our goal of $80,000!  Here are 
some highlights from Julyôs campaign.  
 
§ Alfa Company surpassed the other Line and 
Headquarters Companies for the second consecutive 
time in donations by company. So, the tip of the hat 
goes to the horizontal constructors, aka Alfa Dawgs. 

§ NMCB 133 Commanding Officers dug DEEP in 
their pockets to honor the Kangroo ñCan Doò spirit, 
resulting in a giving total of $13,300!  

§ NMCB 3ôs ñBetter than Bestò Alumni gave 
$11,333! Weôd like to give a special Shout Out to 
Darren and Jodi Morton for starting the NMCB 3 
Giving Challenge.  

§ The original loan was $3.7M. The balance owed on 
the construction loan on July 1st was $1.33M and 
on August 1st the principal owed is now $1.18M. 

§ The Berger Foundation has generously reduced the 
interest rate for the construction loan to 0% through 
December 2024, allowing SHF to apply all 
designated contributions during this time to go 
100% toward ñPaying Off the Museum.ò  

 
SHF sincerely appreciates our longstanding supporters 
and our first-time donors who helped us achieve this 
impressive feat. Thanks for always being strong 
advocates for the Seabees! 

Thank you Donors  
for your Generosity 
during the SHF 

ñPay Off the Museumò 
Crowdfunding Campaign! 



From the SHF Chairõs Desk, Kevin Slates 

The President/Executive Directorõs Final Report, Steve Hamer 

From the SMSA Chairõs Desk, Michael Blount 
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Dear Seabee Community, 
 
This is my final newsletter note to you as the end of July has marked the completion of my 
time as SMSA Executive Director and SHF President. Over the last few years, it has been an 
honor to continue my affiliation with the community that has been such an important and 
influential part of my life. Iôm very pleased with how these two organizations continue to grow 
and expand their missions. I thank the Board of Directors and Board of Trustees for their 
leadership and vision for greatness for SMSA and SHF and for allowing me to be a part of us 
being who we are and who we are going to be. Finally, Iôd like to thank you all and I hope that 
youôll continue your great support for SMSA and SHF both spiritually and financially and help 
us continue to have a strong, vibrant, and enduring Seabee community. Stay safe. Have a great 
rest of your summer and fall. God Bless you all andéOoh-rah Seabees! 

I hope that everyone had a great summer despite the wild weather and recent COVID 
resurgence and that you and your families are happy and healthy. Since our last publication, 
Steve Hamer our SHF and SMSA Executive Director has left for another professional 
opportunity. Iôd like to personally thank Steve for his support leading both organizations and 
know that he will continue to be a supporter of Seabees and Seabee families. 
We had a very successful ñPay Off the Museumò appeal in the month of July that you can read 
more about in this edition. I want to personally thank everyone who supported this campaign 
and helped us reduce our construction loan for the museum in Port Hueneme. 
On the 21st of August we had the privilege of holding a KIA brick dedication ceremony at the 
Heritage Center in Gulfport with Force Master Chief of the Seabees Del Terrell as our guest 
speaker. Thanks to a generous donor, 403 bricks with names, unit, and date have been installed 
in a special area of the Memorial Plaza to honor every CEC officer and Seabee who were killed 
in action during wartime since 1942. What a tremendous way to show our support for these 
heroes who gave the ultimate sacrifice and a lasting legacy/memorial to their service to our 

Country.  If you are ever in the Gulfport area, please stop by to see it.  
Several SHF Trustees and myself had the pleasure of attending the Navy Seabee Veterans of America 75th National 
Convention in August where Jack Tangen was installed as the new National Commander. I look forward to working with 
Jack on opportunities to partner and become more aligned to better support our Seabees, Veterans, and their families.  
Lastly, I want to thank you for your continuing support and generosity. Our Board of Trustees are an awesome group 
that I enjoy working with and we are all focused on one thing é ITôS ALL ABOUT THE SEABEES.  Ooh-Rah!  

Itôs been a great summer at SMSA where we had the opportunity to select 128 scholarship 
recipients in the first year of our five-year plan to increase to 228 scholarships awarded 
annually. Thanks to the incredible work of the SMSA investment committee, led by RADM 
Bob Marley, CEC, USN, Ret. and many generous donors over the last several years, we will 
be able to serve more Seabee Children and Grandchildren. I can think of no better example of 
óCan Doô than this to support our mission of Building a "Can Do" Legacy Through 
Education. Our Scholarship Selection Committee met virtually to review applications and 
select scholarship recipients for the upcoming school year, and through the 2020-2021 
academic year, 67% of current SMSA Scholarship recipients major in one of the STEM 
disciplines, including 20% in engineering. In addition, 77% of recipients have an enlisted 
Seabee Sponsor and 28% are first generation college students.  Thank you for your continued 
support as we come into the fall semester and good luck to all the SMSA scholarship 
recipients. As youôll see below, our Executive Director Steve Hamer is moving on. Steve 
served SMSA and SHF with honor and distinction. Fair winds and following seas. 
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Gather together your crew and enjoy an evening surrounded by Bees, friends, and family. Tickets are only 
$10 and include a commemorative, one-of-a-kind OktoBEEfest-branded beer glass.  To purchase tickets, 
sponsor an event, and get updates for other potential locations, please visit: https://seabeehf.org/events-8/ 

The Seabee Historical Foundation maintains the Gold Seal of Transparency on GuideStar, 
the worldôs largest source of information on non-profit organizations. The Gold Seal of 
Transparency indicates that the Foundation shares clean and important information with the 
public about our goals, strategies, capabilities, achievements, and progress indicators that 
highlight the difference SHF makes in the world. Potential donors can find information on 
our programs, finances and operations as they consider a gift that supports our mission. 
 
Please check out the Seabee Historical Foundation on GuideStar profile at: 
https://guidestar.org/profile/58-1998577. 

The Seabee Historical Foundation maintains the GuideStar Gold Seal of Transparency 

Location  POC Date Location Address Time  

Cleveland Pat Rios, Neil Gamble Oct 2nd 
BottleHouse Brewery 
and Meadery 

2050 Lee Rd 
Cleveland, OH 44118 

5:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

Port Hueneme Herb Schwind, Dave Fleisch       Oct 7th  
Poseidon Brewing 
Company 

5777 Olivas Park Drive, Unit Q 
Ventura, CA 93003 

5:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

Washington, DC 
Kathy Donovan, Larry Readal, 

Jim Wink 
Oct 12th or 
13th? 

The Brig 
1007 8th Street SE 
Washington, DC 20003 

5:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

Great Lakes/Chicago Carl Kirar, Alex Elliott Oct 13th Chief's Pub 
502 N Western Ave 
Lake Forest, IL 60045 

3:00 pm - 6:00 pm 

Northwest Doug Heiner Oct 16th Port Orchard Pub 
2591 SE Mile Hill Dr 
Port Orchard, WA 98366 

5:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

Jacksonville Mike Blount Oct 21st 
Veteran's United Craft 

Brewery 
8999 Western Way #104 
Jacksonville, FL 32256 

5:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

San Diego James Sinclair Oct 21st 
Stone Brewery at 
Liberty Station 

2816 Historic Decatur Road 
San Diego, CA 92106 

5:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

Gulfport Brandon Hill, Clint Rainey Oct 22nd Cypress Taphouse 
6616 Rose Farm Road 
Ocean Springs, MS 39564 

5:30 pm - 11:30 pm 

Norfolk 
Tony Pregel, Kevin Slates, 

Rick Roth 
Oct 27th Elation Brewery  

5104 Colley Avenue 
Norfolk, VA 23508 

5:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

Fun \\ Beer \\ Food \\ Networking 
Come celebrate OktoBEEfest! 
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Emmanuel (Manny) Bautista, P.E., CDR, CEC, USN Ret 
President and CEO, Principal Engineer, Blue Trident, LLC 
 
Mr. Bautista served 22 years in the Navy, retiring in 2010 as the Operations Officer, 
Naval Facilities Engineering Command, Silverdale, WA.  Mr. Bautista founded Blue 
Trident in 2012 and his affiliations include Fellow in the Society of American Military 
Engineers (F.SAME), Member AGC, Member ASCE, Member ACEC, and National 
Civil Engineering Honor Society, Member ï Chi Epsilon. He is a 1994 graduate of the 
University of California, Berkeley, and holds a Masters of Science in Civil 
Engineering.  Mr. Bautista is conversant in Spanish, Italian and Tagalog. 
 
 
 
Mike Korman, EQCM, USNR Ret 
Owner Korman LLC ï Vetrepreneur (cyber, Critical Infrastructure,  more) 

 
Mr. Korman was assigned to Multi-National Security Transition Command Iraq, 
(MNSTC-I / CPATT) at the by-name request of  LTG David Petraeus, US Army and 
served in multiple NCF units, including CBHU 22-ODS, NMCB 15, NMCB 25, PHIB 
CB 1, and IA Assignments including Bosnia & Kosovo Ops, and also served as 
Command Master Chief. In Mikeôs civilian capacity, he worked for Target as a Senior 
Project Manager/Group Manager for 9 years and also serves in the community as the 
Commissioner of the Glenview Planning Commission. His Board experience includes 
the National Museum of the American Sailor and the Glenview District 34 School 
Board. Michael brings with him a Reserve Forces Senior Enlisted perspective.  

SHF Welcomes New Board Members 
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The Seabee Historical Foundation (SHF) seeks to 
preserve, promote, and perpetuate the legacy of the 
Seabees, the Civil Engineer Corps and the Naval 
Facilities Engineering Systems Command and their 
extraordinary contributions in times of war and peace, 
their ingenuity, traditions, and culture all under the 
banner of the famed Seabee ñCAN DOò Spirit.  
 
The Foundationôs service to the Seabee community 
falls under four programmatic pillars:  
 
F   Honor and Serve Seabees and Seabee Veterans 

F   Engage a Wider Audience 

F   Inspire Americaôs Youth 

F   Educate the Public about Seabee Contributions 

Our work is focused within five key areas that support 
our programmatic pillars:  
 
Honor, Connect, Unite, Inspire and Support our Seabee 
family. 
 
In keeping with this mantra, we have begun to identify 
and share information on other non-profits that positively 
impact Seabees and Veterans and call it our ñNon-Profit 
in the Spotlight.ò  We understand people have different 
needs, or may be looking for different resources to help 
them in their life situation, or want to recommend a 
resource to a Seabee or friend in need. And we want to 
help connect and support you in that effort.  

Non -Profit in the Spotlight  

OUR MISSION: 
To effectively address the causes and 
complexities of homelessness, joblessness 
and helplessness among our Veteran 
community. We will address these issues 
by providing temporary housing, food, 
clothing, open discussion forums, phases 
of wellness and personal growth based on 
individual goals and needs. We will work 

with the VA for case management services, treatment 
services, transitional planning for short and long term 
goals, housing, education, employment, and another 
chance towards independence and success. 
   
Our Purpose: 
Every Veteran that is currently struggling deserves the 
chance for a better tomorrow. Our purpose is to be able to 
provide that chance for change and growth. We are 
committed to listening to the struggles that our homeless, 
jobless and helpless Veterans suffer with everyday. 

 Our Goal: 
To work hand in hand with the VA healthcare facility and 
provide our struggling Veterans with the answers that will 
allow them to accept, adapt and cope with the everyday 
struggles that Veterans face. The continued goal is to be 
able to provide the resources that allow our Veteran 
community to not just live but succeed and thrive in 
everyday life. 
  
Our Commitment: 
To provide a resource, a voice, an ear for listening or a 
shoulder to cry on for our 22 Veterans (on average) that 
commit suicide every day. We hear you and want you to 
know that you are welcome here as an alternative, as a 
place of acceptance and a brotherhood and sisterhood of 
understanding. We hear you and want to help you!! 
 
For more information, please visit:  
https://reachtwenty-two.org 

Seabees! You are why we do what we do... 
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The òCan Doó Career Connection 

Are you looking for employees who are: 
Hard Working, Dedicated, Reliable, and Innovative 

Visit seabeehf.org/careers or call: (228) 865-0480 

The Seabee Historical Foundation recognizes and thanks our corporate & 
organizational donors listed above. 

Seabees helping Seabees 
 
Are you a Seabee transitioning to the 
private sector, or a Seabee veteran 
looking for a new opportunity? 
 
On this platform, you will find  
employers who are looking  
to add members to their  
team who exemplify the  
Seabee ñCan Doò ethos.  
 
Membership for  
job seekers  
is FREE! 

On the platform, you can post open job listings and search resumes 
of qualified Seabees with ñCan Doò attitudes and  the skills to 

match.  Consider adding a Seabee  
to your team today! 
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To learn more, please visit www.seabeehf.org or www.seabee.org 

Itôs a Great Time to Donate Appreciated Stock or Directly from An IRA 
 
With the rapidly changing economy and changes in the deductibility of cash gifts, donating appreciated stock may 
be a great strategy for some donors. The market is currently high and many stocks are at all time high values.  
 
When you purchase stock and hold it for years it may go up significantly in value. This is good for your investment, 
but when you sell the stock, you may be liable for taxes on the difference of what you paid and what the stock is 
worth now. If this is the case, donating the stock to a 501(c)(3) charity may be a good strategy for you. By donating 
the stock at its current value, you may be able to deduct the full value without having to pay taxes on the growth. Of 
course, consult your tax advisor or attorney before making any large donation to see if it will benefit you and your 
unique situation.  
 
Donating appreciated stock to the SMSA or SHF is easy. Do not sell it yourself, simply have your broker transfer it 
directly to the brokerage account of either organization and we will handle the sale and provide you with a letter 
stating the value of your donation.  
 
Some donors are also facing a required minimum distribution from an IRA. If you are age 72 or older, IRS rules 
require you to take required minimum distributions (RMDs) each year from your tax-deferred retirement accounts. 
You can choose to donate all or part of that to charity as a Qualified Charitable Distribution. A QCD is a direct 
transfer of funds from your IRA, payable directly to a qualified charity, such and the SMSA or SHF, as described in 
the QCD provision in the Internal Revenue Code. Amounts distributed as a QCD can be counted toward satisfying 
your RMD for the year, up to $100,000. The QCD is excluded from your taxable income. This is not the case with a 
regular withdrawal from an IRA, even if you use the money to make a charitable contribution later on. If you take a 
withdrawal, the funds would be counted as taxable income even if you later offset that income with the charitable 
contribution deduction. 
 
Please consult your tax advisor if you feel donating directly from your IRA is a good option to make sure it is right 
for you.  
 
If you are interested in supporting the SMSA and/or SHF with a gift of stock or a gift from your IRA, contact Dan 
Miller, SMSA & SHF Chief Development Officer at danmiller@seabee.org or 859-327-1830. 
 
 
The information in this article is provided as general information and is not intended as legal or tax advice. For 
advice and assistance in specific cases, you should seek the advice of an attorney or other professional adviser. 

More creative ways to support the SHF & SMSA 

mailto:danmiller@seabee.org
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Madalyn Duvall 
 
Class of 2025 
Belmont University 
Major: Global Leadership Studies 
Sponsor: CEC Timothy Duvall 
 
My father has been a role model and I admire his ability to adapt. He is always 
prepared to be called on a trip, no matter the length. Without my driven Seabee father 
and his many tours served in the Navy, I may not have found my love for travel and 
heart to help people. Throughout my many moves, I always looked forward to meeting 
new people and completely allowing my persona to mold to the cultural ambiance of 
my new location.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Olivia Mills 
 
Mississippi State University 
Major: Biological Sciences 
Sponsor: EOCS Thomas Mills 
 
My father has been very impactful on my life and helping me succeed in it. He has 
helped guide me in the right direction and has always been the rock in my life when I 
am struggling with personal issues or with a difficult class. Seeing my dad not give up 
helps me want to not give up on my life goals. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Graham Seiler 
 
Class of 2023 
Indiana University ï Bloomington 
Major: Mathematics & Japanese 
Sponsor: EOC Scott Seiler 
 
My father always told me I would be a leader. At first, I resisted this concept as it 
brought to mind being a figurehead in front of a large crowd. As I grew older and 
reflected on his guidance, ñA leader leads from the front, not from behind,ò I realized 
he hadnôt been telling me to set a position as a goal, but instead, hinting about the 
person I would become. Leading from the front would mean being willing to take a 
risk and demonstrate that something was doable. He continually put me in positions 
that would challenge me and stretch me. ñThe difficult we do at once; the impossible 
takes a bit longer,ò he would reply to my childhood excuses, helping me build both 
resilience and adaptability.  

SMSA Scholarship Recipient Profiles 


